
A Catholic Community – Our Lady Queen of Peace/St. Thomas More 
Pastoral Council – Approved Minutes 

January 23, 2023 
 
Members of Council Present:  Christine Bochen, Peggy Clark, Margot Lutz, Jack McIntyre, , Jodi Miller 
Members of Council Absent:  David Dean, Tim Fitzgerald, Ned Green, Lesly Jean-Louis, Lisa Peartree 
Ex Officio Present:  Father Hart, Nora Bradbury-Haehl 
Ex Officio Absent:  Jerry Strauss, Gerald Shanahan 
 
1. Margot Lutz welcomed the council and said the opening prayer. 
 
2. There being no changes, the agenda was accepted as presented.   

 

3. A motion was made by Christine Bochen and 2nd by Jodi Miller and carried to approve the October 
17, 2022, meeting minutes.  

 

4. Updates 
 

• Fr. Hart announced Ben Winter, high school guidance counselor at Pittsford-Sutherland, and 

parishioner at Our Lady Queen of Peace, will be joining the Pastoral Council.   

 

• Finances – Overall things are good financially at both parishes.  The Finance Committee needs to 

add two members.  They have asked Cory Wegman to join the Committee.   He needs to check  

his employer, The Bonadio Group, before committing to make sure it is not a conflict of interest.  

They need another person with a financial background.   

 

• CMA – Fr. Hart reported that St. Thomas More is doing very well and close to the goal.  This is 

primarily due to fact that Fr. Hart was urged to contact some parishioners about increasing their 

donation and they did come through with that request.  Our Lady Queen f Peace is behind so Fr. 

Hart will most likely need to contact some of the parishioners about their donation.   

 

• Faith Formation – Nora reported Jennifer Abdalla is planning to hold the Vacation Bible School 

the second week of July 2023.  The Faith Formation program is doing very well with continuing 

to have enough teachers and strong attendance.   

The Faith Formation Christmas Party for 6-12 was held on December 11 with around 120 in 
attendance.  Jen was very pleased. The party for K-5 was held on December 12 with around 40 
in attendance.    

 
The Christmas part at St. Michael’s was a success.  Our parishioners provided the food and 
helped with the activities through the Outreach Committee. It was a real partnership with St. 
Michael’s.  There were carnival games that were fun and educational and had prizes.  Dick 
Dellaporta was Santa Claus.  
 



Fr. Daniel Ruiz Would like to do more together. Perhaps children from St. Michael’s could attend 
our Vacation Bible School.  
 
On January 29 Youth Group, 9-12, will meet and on January 24, the Youth Adult Group will meet.  
This will be Nora’s second time with this group.  The last one had 8-9 people.  
 

5. Christmas Review 
 

Fr. Hart reported Bishop Matano had sent out a communication stating no Christmas Masses can 
begin before 4:00 PM on Saturday.  He explained that this is based on ancient Jewish traditions 
about services before sunset.    This was received after the Christmas schedule had been announced 
for our parishes.  For this year, the schedule remained as planned.  This will need to change going 
forward.  
The pageant Masses were very successful this year. There were a lot of children who wanted to 
participate. Fr. Hart feels we will need to eliminate one of the Masses and split the others.  Nora 
noted the 5:30 Mass at St. Thomas More did not have anyone available to provide the support 
services such as ushers/collection, communion misters, etc.  so they had to make due with the 
people in attendance.  More attention will have to given to this situation in the future.   
 
Fr. Hart also noted they can cut back on the number of poinsettias next year.  There were too many. 
 

6. Synod suggestions  
 

• Nametags – Nora and Margot are working with Dawn Savacool to order the nametags council 
members and trustees. The nametags will reflect the member’s parish. They need Fr. Hart to 
sign off on them.   

 

• Parish Council Bulletin Board – They have all the pictures and brief statements from all but one 
council members. Once they have that, the bulletin board will be finalized and displayed at the 
entrance of each church.   
 

• Minutes on website – Margot is working on making this happen – minutes of the meetings be 
posted on a timely basis.   
 

7. Adult Ed. Offerings – Faith Formation for Adults 
 
Currently we have two Bible study groups. One is at St. Thomas More and led by Mary Ann Obark. 
This is held on Sunday AM. The book group has about fifteen people. They do an eight-week series. 
Christine is part of that group. She noted the last series was on Vatican II and was quite heavy. They 
hope to have a lighter topic for the next series.  
 
Fr. Hart asked what else can we do.  Perhaps do another Christ Life series. Margot suggested putting 
something in the pews and ask for suggestions from parishioners.  After discussion, it was agreed 
this would be a good approach.  Margot will draft up a survey form and pass it by council members 
for their input.  She needs suggestions from the Council.  
 



In the past, there was an attempt to hold sessions for parents while their children were in Faith 
Formation.  Most parents dropped off the children and did not stay for this session. But it was 
mentioned it might be time to try again. 
 
Margot also noted the Rotary Club adds a speaker on a topic to their meetings.  Perhaps we could 
offer having meetings on various topics. Nora suggested youth group for grown-ups.  
 
Fr. Hart mentioned adding a faith formation activity to the jazz concert, which is well attended.  
 
Nora – brought up trying some new approaches to adult ed/spirituality. She and Jen are hosting a 
Paint & Pray Night during Lent styled after the popular “Paint & Sip” nights where each person 
paints a canvas guided by a leader.  
 
Christine shared a resource by a Norbertine Monk called Rock the Word. He makes YouTube videos 
that connect popular music with Scripture.  
 
Fr. Hart has Fr. Robert Kennedy lined up for the Lenten Retreat this year.  
 

8. Community Building Events 
 

It was suggested that the Coffee Hour be brought back after Mass on Sunday. Perhaps a Family 
Donut Drop where a parish family/families p[picks up donuts and host the event.     
 
The Cocktail Hour sponsored by the Pastoral Council was very successful.  Parishioners enjoyed 
staying after Mass and socializing with the Council members.  Perhaps we could host two a year – 
spring and fall.  The Council can take ownership of this activity and look at starting it this coming 
June. 
 
All agreed we needed to start doing something.  

 
9. Nominations 
 

Finance Committee - FAs noted earlier, the Committee needs one more member. Fr. Hart will 
approach Anthony DiMarco and see if he would be willing to join the Committee. 
 
Pastoral Council – If Ben Winter I able to join, that will fill the Our Lad Queen of Peace slot.  We still 
need one more member from St. Thomas More.  Fr. Hart will contact Julie Shanahan about joining 
the Council. 
 
Since there are terms for each Council/Committee member, Fr. Hart will have a list prepared with 
the terms by members for future reference. 

 
10. Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Things are coming together nicely for the convent to be used for the refugees. Catholic Charities will 
work with Saints Place to make sure the convent has adequate furnishings.  The convent will most 
likely be used for larger families.   
 



The families will pay rent for the space.  This is a way for the refugees to prepare for providing for 
themselves one they go through this transition period.  Volunteers will be needed to help the 
refugees learn English, students with homework and transportation to appointments. Our Outreach 
Committee will be actively involved and will need the help of more of our parishioners.   

 
11. Other  
 

• Fr. Hart reported: 
o the bankruptcy judge has become involved. One insurance company has settled.  If the 

judge is successful, the rest of the insurance companies will also settle.  Perhaps this will 
be completed by June 2023. 

 
o Archbishop Timothy Dolan will preside at the funeral Mass for Bishop Clark. 

 

12. Closing prayer – Fr. Hart led the Council in the in a closing prayer. 
 
13. Next Meeting – The next meeting of the Council will be on March 27, 2023, at 7:00 PM at St. Thomas 

More 
 
With the business of the Council concluded, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


